Joel began to use alcohol and marijuana in 7th grade. He was trying to handle the pressures he felt to achieve in school and sports. By 10th grade, he was abusing prescription pills including the powerful painkiller, OxyContin. Joel went to college where he couldn’t get drugs and began to withdraw. He flunked out. Now he has recovered and stays clean through a 12-step recovery program. But it took several attempts at detox and treatment to get started. He talks about denial, the dangers of experimenting with drugs, and the power of recovery. (For middle, high school and college students, educators, and parents and other caregivers.)

Joel is featured in the DVD Drugs: True Stories and Words Can Work: When Talking About Drugs booklet.
